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his face and yawning. "What, the consul of Rome? I'm
about sole consul too, A position of almost unprecedented
glory. Take your girls off before I jump on them."

"If I were you," said Gaius, with sudden and unusual
seriousness, "I'd divorce Fulvia. But don't answer me.
I know you won't." He laughed and resumed his sneen
"By the Twins, I think she sat on a hedgehog in early
youth and never succeeded in getting more than half the
quills out/'

THE villa on the Tiber Road was in confusion. Mule-trains
filled the garden, trampling carelessly on the lawns and
flower-beds. Along the road there were baggage-vehicles,
and in the drive stood some carts and covered waggons for
transporting slaves. Gallus learned that Cleopatra had left
early that morning in a fast carriage with a few attendants,
going south; beyond that no details were forthcoming. But
after a few tips he obtained an audience with Ammonios,
master of the ceremonies of departure.

Ammonios was in the midst of a crowd of demoralised
slaves, shouting orders. The slaves were tripping over
furniture and half-folded bales of cloth; and Ammonios,
from the papers in his hand, was sorting out what belonged
to Cleopatra. The move had come so suddenly.; and what
angered him most was that on the spur of the moment he had
to decide what objects it would be safe to purloin, Csesar
was dead, and his secretaries-had ran away; no one was
likely to know exactly what furniture had been provided;
the ground would go to the people according to Caesar's will.
Ammonios was in a fret, drifting between a few parsimonious'
thefts and a conviction that he could reasonably take gfeost
everything of value.                         . . ' '"

"What do you want?" he .asked suspiciously, fairly polite
because lie feared that Gallus might represent Balfous or
another of Caesar's agents,

**It*s a personal matter,'* replied Galluss not quite sure
how to proceed. "Have you the power to dispose of one of
the Qpeen's servants, if you so wished?5*                                :

"Perhaps and perhaps not/' said Ammonios^ searching
for a catch in the proposition, "Jt would depend on which